Chapter partners with other state organizations to launch ATV safety awareness campaign
By Kathy Monroe, Chair, Injury Prevention Committee

  The Alabama Chapter-AAP, through its Injury Prevention Committee, joined forces this summer with Children's Health System’s Communications Department, the Alabama Department of Public Health’s (ADPH) Child Death Review Team and Injury Prevention Division, VOICES for Alabama’s Children, Safe Kids and Injury Free Kids Coalition to kick off an all-terrain vehicle (ATV) safety awareness campaign to inform the public and policymakers about the dangers of ATV use among children.

  The campaign was the product of several months of planning during this year’s legislative session as a strategic effort to begin building momentum behind this issue for future years’ legislative advocacy efforts.

   Armed with the simple “no children under 16 on ATVs” message underpinning the American Academy of Pediatrics’ (AAP) guidelines on ATV use, the campaign began with the distribution of Children’s Hospital-produced ATV education posters to members of the Chapter’s Practice Management Association and school nurses throughout the state.  The posters pointed to the increasing numbers of ATV-related injuries in the state and outlined the AAP guidelines.  In addition, Rave Motion Pictures produced an animated version of the poster, which was displayed before the movies during a 16-week period this summer in the Birmingham area.  This animated message will be repeated during the months of November and December, which we hope will discourage parents from buying ATVs for their children for Christmas.
  In addition to the poster efforts, the partners kicked off a media awareness campaign on July 10 with a satellite news conference at ADPH in Montgomery.  Nan Frascogna, MD, FAAP, and our President A.Z. Holloway, MD, FAAP, both represented the committee at this event, which was picked up by several local news stations and state newspapers.  This prompted further interviews, as well as a positive “reply” Letter to the Editor from a Montgomery ATV retail outlet.

  Dr. Frascogna also wrote a letter to the editor, which was mass-distributed to newspapers across the state and appeared in The Birmingham News.  Additionally, we were pleased to work with the Alabama Rural Electric Association, which ran an ATV safety article in their August issue of Alabama Living, which goes to 376,000 rural households in Alabama!

  Other items we are still working toward include a strengthened graduated teen driving license law as well as future ATV legislation.  We appreciate any input from Chapter members!


